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MR. RIGNOLA: Assigned to citywide 

special investigations unit. I'm here with 

my partner, Cliff Krug. It's October 29, 

approximately 1345. I'm here to interview 

Deputy Commissioner Tierney about the events 

that happened on September 11, 2001. 

Q. Commissioner, would you like just to 
tell me how you became aware of the fire and how 
you got there and what you might have seen? 

A. I saw the first plane go into the tower 
on television. I was at home, and I was getting 
ready to come in to the World Trade Center. I 
had an 11:00 appointment on the 67th floor of the 
World Trade Center, tower number one. 

So I saw the first plane go in on 
television. I called Ray Goldbach and said 
there's a plane into the Trade Center. Then I 
said I'm going in there. 

So I got in my car, and I came -- I 
live in Brooklyn in Park Slope. So I started to 
go down Ninth Street, and I was going to turn 
right onto Fourth Avenue, because I figured it 
would be better for me to go in over the Brooklyn 


Bridge, because I would be trapped in traffic if 


L. TIERNEY 3 


I tried to go through the tunnel. Then Rescue 2 
came by me on Ninth Street. So instead I tucked 
in behind them. I went straight down to the 
Battery Tunnel in behind Rescue 2. 

We got about four-fifths of the way 
through the tunnel and we were stopped in 
traffic. They had an emergency lane. We went 
against traffic in the north tube of the tunnel, 
or it might be the west tube. I don't know. 

It's the side of the tunnel. 

We went against traffic in the lane. 

We got about four-fifths of the way through the 
tunnel. Officers were in the tunnel for the 
Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority trying to 
pull traffic out. At this time it was 

probably -- I think it was about maybe 7 to 10 
minutes after 9:00, because I had just seen the 
plane go in and then we got stuck there. 

My AM radio worked in the car, so I was 
listening to the AM radio. We sat in traffic and 
we didn't move and we didn't move. Eventually 
two members of Rescue 2 got off the back of their 
rig and came to my car and stood at the side of 


my car. 
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I can't identify them. I may be able 
to identify them at some point later if I see 
close-up pictures of them. I'd like to identify 
them. I'd like to know who they were. But 
everybody had full equipment on. They had their 
hoods on. So it was a little hard to tell who 
they were. It wasn't somebody I was immediately 
familiar with. 

So they were actually standing by my 
car at the time that we heard the radio broadcast 
that said that there was a second plane into 
tower number two. So I think that puts the time 
at about 9:17. I think that's approximately when 
the second tower got hit. I'm not Sure. 

So at any rate, they just -- those two 
guys got back on the rig, and the traffic inched 
forward a little bit. Then I looked in my 
rearview mirror and I saw firefighters coming 
through the tunnel. It was the members of Squad 
1. Their rig was stuck in traffic. I couldn't 
see it, it was so far back. It must have been at 
least four or five vehicles behind me. 

One by one each member of Squad 1 came 


by my car. They're my local fire house. They 
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knocked on the car. They signalled me. They 
said hello. Lieutenant Mike Esposito and Dave 
Fontana went by. I recognized him. 

What they did was approach through the 
tunnel. They came on either side of my car. 
They were wearing full Scott packs. They were 
fully equipped. They had their tools with them, 
as I recall. They rolled up onto the walkway. 

Underneath there's a railing, and then 
there's a space underneath the bottom part of the 
railing. They had to sort of roll up on that to 
get up on the walkway because they had their 
tanks on and they couldn't just crawl. That's 
how I know they had their tanks. Members of 
their company have asked me if they had their 
equipment and I know they did because I saw it. 

So then Mike Esposito, the Lieutenant, 
stopped at my car and said hello to me. I wished 
him good luck. He told me that he wanted me to 
be careful and take care of myself and to make 
sure I wore my helmet when I got in there. I 
said I would. 

Then he walked forward. He walked 


beyond the rescue rig, probably, I'd say, maybe 
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three or four cars. At that point the traffic 
broke and we had a clear shot to get out of the 
tunnel. So the members of Squad 1 boarded Rescue 
2 and they rode in to the scene on Rescue 2. 

I believe their rig, as I said, came in 
behind us. As we came out of the tunnel, we 
proceeded straight up West Street right behind 
Rescue 2. I came in right behind Rescue 2. We 
turned on Liberty Street and Rescue 2 pulled up a 
little bit more north than I did. 

Q. You made a left? 

A. We made a left, went across the West 
Side Highway to Liberty Street. Rescue 2 pulled 
up here, and there is a hydrant right here. I 
backed off so we didn't block the hydrant. So I 
was actually right back here. I was probably 
actually three-quarters of the way up the street. 
There was a taxi loading zone there. Rescue 2 
pulled up a little bit. 

Q. So that was between West Street and 
South Avenue? 

A. Correct. It was just north of the 
pedestrian bridge but -- that's where we pulled 


in. 
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So then I got out of my car. The 
members of Rescue 2 were getting their equipment. 
I got out of my car and put stuff in my back 
seat. I went into my trunk, and I got a jacket 
that identified me and got my radio. I did not 
take a helmet. 

I started to walk across the street. I 
shut my trunk. They were already moving across 
the street, Rescue 2 was. We started to walk 
across the street into the lobby of building 
number one. So we had to walk across the divide 
and then we came underneath the awning -- it's 
not an awning. It's a big super structure out in 
front of tower number one. 

AS we were coming across there, I 
literally stepped across body parts and airplane 
landing gear and airplane parts as I was coming 
across the street. 

Q. This is at building one? 

A. This is walking across -- I walked up 
West Street and walked across to building number 
one. 

Q. Rescue 2 and Squad 1, did they go into 


building one too? 
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A. Yes, I believe that they did. I have 
to say, in all honesty, I can't place Squad 1 
there. A member of Rescue 2 put his arm around 
me as I was coming across the street and told me 
to be careful because there were people jumping. 

I can't place with a great deal of 
surety Rescue 2 in the lobby of that building. 
But I believe Squad 1 came with them across. 
However, I don't know, maybe the rig pulled up 
right behind us and maybe they went back to the 
rig to get some equipment. Maybe they went 
someplace else. I'm not sure. But I think they 
came in right behind us. 

So I went into building number one. I 
walked through the window, walked through the 
door, walked through the broken window to 
building number one. The first person that I saw 
that I recognized was the Commissioner. I spoke 
to him. I spoke to Chief Feehan. 

Before joining the Fire Department, I 
worked for the Port Authority as the public 
affairs director. I was there the last time the 
building blew up. So I knew all the guys from 


the Port Authority that were there. I spoke to 
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several of them, including Doug Corpela and Mike 
Hurley, the fire safety director. We went behind 
into the fire command center back there. 

Q. On the first floor? 

A. It's right there. It's right in the 
lobby. When you come in the lobby, there's a 
desk and stuff right there, right facing you in 
the lobby. If you went over to the left, there 
was a fire command center station. We were all 
in front of the fire command station. 

As I say, so many people from the Fire 
Department were people that I remember seeing and 
being with like the Commissioner, Bill Feehan and 
Tom Fitzpatrick. 

At some point police officers came in 
and said that they had a confirmed report of a 
third plane coming into the building. 

Q. (Inaudible. ) 

A. No, (inaudible). 

They said we have a report of a third 
plane, everybody out, you've got to move 
everybody out. Chief Hayden came in here. They 
had command boards set up. We had command 


stations set up. Chief Hayden came in here and 
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had a discussion with somebody. I don't know who 
it is. I think it's probably Joe Callan, but I 
can't -- I know that from other people telling me 
that. I didn't recognize him that day or I don't 
know that. 

But I did see Pete Hayden. Pete Hayden 
said we've got to move this command post out of 
here. There's a report of a third plane. We 
don't know what's going on here. At which point 
Bill Feehan, Tom Fitzpatrick and I went to find a 
place where we could move a new command post. 

Q. This was all before tower two came 
down? 
A. This is all before tower two came down. 

So Bill Feehan, Tom Fitzpatrick -- Tom 
Von Essen walked away from us. I believe he 
walked straight out the windows and straight 
across the street to West Street, over to these 
other buildings. Bill Feehan, Tom Fitzpatrick 
and I walked through the lobby of building number 
one, up the stairway which was an escalator, 
which was off, into the pedestrian walkway. We 
walked across the pedestrian walkway. 


I said to Commissioner Feehan is this a 
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good idea to be in here with these bodies falling 
around us? He said probably not. We stepped it 
up. We kind of -- we were walking very quickly. 
We weren't running, but we were walking very 
quickly through this walkway. 

Three-quarters of the way through, we 
met some security people from Merrill Lynch. We 
said you better get out of here, and they said 
no. We're with the building. We said you better 
get out of here, you better just move back, get 
everybody out of here and just move back. So 
they did. 

Then we went down the steps into the 
Winter Garden, and we came out into the corner of 
the Winter Garden, right over here. We went down 
the steps and came over to this corner. Bill, 
Tom and I stopped and said, you Know, this is not 
going to work as a command -- we can't think 
about putting it here with all this glass. It 
was pretty obvious of what was happening outside 
in terms of people jumping. I don't know if 
somebody could make it that far to us, but 
clearly debris could fall. 


So we exited the building, the three of 
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us. We walked along the back here and stopped 
about here in the corner by the corner of North 
Cove. 

Q. By the Merrill Lynch Building? 

A. Yeah, the three of us. We just stopped 
there. This is the Trade Center. The scene in 
front of us, both buildings were fully engulfed, 
the top floors. I said to Bill, you know, I 
can't believe this. Now what's going to happen 
here? Bill was just very concerned. We kept 
walking. We walked right straight through here 
and walked through the gardens here and came up 
the stairwell and came back out to Liberty 
Street. We walked across this lawn, back north 
to, I guess we were just on the lawn here. 

We came right back up through to where 
they eventually set up a command post. We found 
where they were. In the driveway that went back 
down into the garage, into the underground 
garage. Chief Ganci was there. I saw Timmy 
Stackpole. I saw Ray Downey. TI saw Bill Feehan, 
Tom Fitzpatrick and my aide Paul. 

Q. They were all in front of The Winter 


Garden? 
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A. No, this was all right where they set 
up the command post. Right where they had had -- 
they had set up. They had moved the command post 
from the lobby of number one while we were 
walking around. They set it up it right here, 
and it was on the edge of the driveway. You know 
there's a driveway that goes down in there. I 
can point it out. It's right about here. 

Q. The Merrill Lynch building? 

A. Right. 

So also at this time Dr. Kelly raised 
me on the radio and said where are you and then 
she said she was in ten and ten. I told her we 
were directly across from the canopy of number 
One World Trade Center. That we were setting up 
a command post there and she said I'm going to 
come there. I said okay, that's where we are. 
She said who's with you? And I told her who was 
with me. 

Then my aide Paul was here. I saw him 
at the command post. So he came over and said 
what do you need, boss. I said we should 
probably get helmets out of the car. I had 


everything in the car and the car was just parked 


L. TIERNEY 14 


right there. 
Q. On Liberty Street? 
A. On Liberty Street. 

You know, when you think of the time, 
when I heard the second plane go into the tower 
in the tunnel, so now all this time has passed. 
We took this huge long walk. We came back here. 
Paul went to my car, put some equipment in the 
car, got some equipment out of the car, came back 
to me. 

I gave Tom Fitzpatrick my helmet. He 
didn't have a helmet. I gave him mine. I 
figured I was going to be doing press stuff or 
something. I didn't need it as much as he did. 
We were all still standing here. 

At this point John McLaughlin, who is 
the deputy director of OEM, came over and said -- 
to the Commissioner -- Father Delendick was here 
too. Father Delendick was extremely concerned 
about the men who were staging back here. There 
was a huge pile of people staging here. That's 
where I saw Timmy Stackpole they were waiting to 
be ordered in. Father Delendick was very 


concerned about them witnessing people jumping, 
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because at that point it was quite graphic. 

Q. (Inaudible. ) 

A. So at any rate he -- John McLaughlin 
came over and said the Mayor wanted to see the 
Commissioner to do a press briefing and they were 
going to do it at Park Place and Broadway, which 
is right here. 

So the Commissioner, Ray Goldbach and 
John McLaughlin started over that way. I said to 
Paul, we might as well go with them because I 
figured I was of no use over here. So we walked 
this way. 

Q. On Park Place? 

A. Onto West Street. We walked right here 
to the corner of West and Vesey. 

Q. That's where I was. That's where I saw 
you. 

A. Okay. So right here at West and Vesey. 
I met up with the senior officials from the Port 
Authority, Chief Bill Hall, Jeff Green, who's the 
chief counsel, and Chris Ward, who's the chief 
public relations guy. 

Because I had been press spokesperson 


for the Port Authority before, I said to the 
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Commissioner I'll catch up with you at Park Place 
and Broadway. I'll go this way with them. I'll 
find out what they have. 

To the best of my knowledge, he and Ray 
continued up this way to Barclay. I started this 
way with Paul and those three guys from the Port 
Authority. 

Q. (Inaudible. ) 

A. No, he went towards Barclay. We turned 
on Vesey. I left him at that point because Paul 
and I were here. 

Were you there? 

Q. I was right at Vesey and West because I 
remember seeing you. I saw the Commissioner go 
past Vesey. 

A. Right. So we went this way and we were 
right here, right at this corner of Washington 
and Vesey, when that building fell. 

Q. That's number two, building number two? 

A. Building number two. We started to 
hear this rumble and luckily there was a loading 
dock. We just dove into the loading dock. The 
whole thing came -- you know, the whole thing 


came down. People crowded towards the back of 
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the loading dock and they were trying to shove 
into Broadway. 

I went up the steps of the loading 
dock. Everybody was running. We went into this 
doorway that was off the loading dock that led 
into the building, but the door was locked. 
There was a cop at the edge of the door. 
Everyone was shoving and shoving and shoving into 
it. So I stepped back. I didn't want to be 
shoved in there too much. The Port Authority 
police inspector had his arm around me. We were 
pushed up against the wall. Paul was right 
behind me. 

Then the building came down. It went 
completely back and the entire space completely 
filled with debris. Not debris, not big pieces 
of concrete or anything but stuff. 

Q. When you left the command center, Chief 
Feehan was there? 
A. Feehan, Ganci. 

(Radio interruption. ) 

A. So we went in the loading dock. 
Everything came down. Everything turned black. 


All this stuff came down. It was totally black 
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in there. I called out for Paul, who was near 
me. We inched our way down the steps. We 
couldn't see anything. You could barely breathe. 
I'm sure you experienced the same thing. 

So then we got low and eventually stuff 
lifted enough so we could make our way down the 
stairs. There were big pieces of equipment and 
different stuff on the floor. We managed to get 
around that. Then we made our way towards the 
front of the loading dock. 

Q. The loading dock was -- 

A. The loading dock was in the basement of 
seven. It was on the street level of Seven World 
Trade Center. They had set up as a little triage 
area. 

So we eventually made our way up. 

There were like three bays of this loading dock. 
We inched our way along. You couldn't tell if 
you were inside or outside because it was 
pitch-black. 

Q. I'm sorry, you were with? 

A. Me and Paul from the Fire Department. 
There were no other Fire Department personnel 


that I'm aware of. 
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We eventually made our way out and made 
our way up Washington Street. We went back. We 
were calling for people to follow us because we 
knew we had the way out, because we could see a 
little bit lighter air around. I didn't see 
people following us. I don't know if people 
followed us. We go outside and we saw no one in 
the street. We saw nothing. It was like a 
snowstorm had happened. 

Eventually a cameraman I remember had 
run in there with us, and eventually I saw the 
cameraman emerge. We asked if the other people 
were out. He said they're getting out. 
Everybody's all right. So we just kept going, 
because now I was concerned about what happened 
to them, because we didn't know what happened. I 
didn't know if this building fell down or that 
building or whatever. 

Q. Did you have a radio on at the time? 
Because, I tell you, I didn't have radio 
communications. My cell phone wasn't working. 

A. I had a radio with me. I never thought 
to use my radio for the dispatcher. I was trying 


to use this Nextel. I wasn't even trying to use 
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that then. We made our way this way. 

I was going to try to meet up with the 
Commissioner. I just kept trying to find him and 
wanted to make sure he was all right. So we went 
up to here to Barclay. Then we went up one more 
block to Park Place. Then I said we're supposed 
to go to Broadway, and we went up this way, 
because there was just no people on the street. 
It was a very strange thing. There might have 
been a few people and more and more emerged from 
these doorways. 

Eventually, Paul and I stayed together 
and made our way to City Hall. When I arrived at 
City Hall, I went inside City Hall. I thought I 
might find Tom in there, but the whole thing had 
been evacuated. So I saw Beth Hatton, Terry 
Hatton's wife, who was the Mayor's assistant, and 
several people from City Hall that I knew. They 
evacuated all of those people out of City Hall. 

Paul and I remained there with Larry 
Levy, who is the chief counsel to the Mayor, and 
Matt Mahoney, who was an advance guy and two of 
the Mayor's security people. I met one of the 


Mayor's senior advanced security people. I said 
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is he all right? Is Tom with him? Do you know 
where they are? But people didn't know where 
they were. 

So we tried to get on the phone. We 
kept getting intermittent phone service. I would 
say we were there probably, I'd say, ten minutes 
before I got a call on my radio. It was from Ray 
Goldbach, telling me that he and the Commissioner 
were all right, they were with the Mayor and they 
had made their way up to the fire house. It 
might have been 15 minutes that we were here with 
no communication and we didn't really know what 
had happened. 

I called. I got a telephone line. As 
I said, it was intermittent. We called the 
National Guard. On Larry Levy's direction, we 
called up the National Guard. I think we called 
the governor's office. We got in touch with 
Katie Lapp and told them that we needed to get in 
touch with the National Guard. That someone at 
the Mayor's command post had asked for them. 

(Radio interruption. ) 

A. I'll just tell you, we remained at City 


Hall and made several phone calls. We found out 
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where people were going to be operating out of. 
At some point while we were there, I would say 
there were about six of us at City Hall. The 
rest of the people had been evacuated. 

At some point the second building 
collapsed. A huge cloud came towards us at City 
Hall. We ran under the stairs in City Hall Park. 
We went under the stairs right in City Hall. 
Then the dust settled. 

Q. After the first collapse you were only 
with Paul? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you first got to the scene, you 


saw Rescue 2 goes in the tower? 


A. Correct. 
Q. You're not positive of Squad 1? 
A. Correct. 


Q. When you left to go down to Vesey, 
Commissioner Feehan and Chief Ganci were still 
at -- 

A. As I left here, I gave Timmy Stackpole 
a high-five. I touched him. I can place him 
there. Pete Ganci turned to me and -- 


Q. Feehan? 
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A. Chief Ganci spoke to me. TI was with 
Commissioner Feehan. I was with Tom Fitzpatrick. 
I was with Father Delendick. 

Q. Tom Fitzpatrick left with the 
Commissioner? 

A. No, Tom Fitzpatrick did not -- no, Ray 
Goldbach went with the Commissioner, Ray Goldbach 
and John McLaughlin. 

Q. So before the first tower collapsed, 
you were all at the command center -- 

(Commissioner Tierney had a meeting to 
attend and had to end the interview 


abruptly. ) 


